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5uuject: Islanii c Sunmit Produces 14oderate Consensus anci Lt~c Yaki ngs 
of a t-iosleni Bloc -* 

The ;tabat ~lieetirlg of 25 

:,los1 em nations survi ved postponement 

attempts and inter t~al  conflicts t o  

become ti72 f i r s t  Islamic 

Sumni t Conference. Ics concluding 

declaration and resolutions 

represented a moderate consensus 

a n d  may have laid the groundwork 

for  a ~llosl en) ol oc . 
A Ilajor Acilievement: tlolciia -- - 

the Conference. King Hassan of -- 
t4orocc0, host of the September 22- 

L5 meeting and one of tile original 

promoters of the Summit, called 

holding of the conference a 

"miracle of God" and a success 

in i t s e l f .  Ieie agree t i ~ a t  

bringing together government 

leaders (including 9 heads of 

s t a t e )  representing about 3t~0 
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rc"" 
m i  I 1 ion, isiosl e~ns 4vas a major achievement. I t  tc rable s k i l l  

"%at,., 

I the  

part of tlassan and co - in i t i a t o r  King Faisal of Saudi Arabia t o  gain rapid 

agreenient f o r  ea r ly  scl~eduling of a sunimit and -to persuade suspicious non- 

Arab ~~loslenis t o  par t i c ipa te  in an Arab-dontina ted assen~bly. Less tlian a 

week before oper~ing day, kresi  den t iqasser 1 aunci~ed a counteroffensi ve 

secl:iny t o  postporrc! the su~mii t indcfini le1.y. I n  t l~ , )  c:t~d, tli s Illuff was 

called and a UAK clc l~gat ion was tldspatclled t o  Itabal. O r ~ l y  Iraq and Syria 

of the ':progressive" Arab group fa i l ed  t o  appear. A f inal  c r i s i s  occurred 

it1 niid-sur~irnii;, idten a belated invitation t o  India provoked a storniy Pakistan'i 

response and Ind ia ' s  ouster .  Even t h i s  turbulent event, wiiicil niig11.5 have 

i~roken up any other conference, only prolonged the meeting an extra  day. 

d IdoLierate Consensus. U u t  of the conference carnc a moderate consensus, -- 
despite radical I1,rab ar~d Palest inian lobbying (tile Palestiniali Liberation 

urgar~ization-PLU--was given observer s t a tu s  a t  the meeti n q )  . The o f f i  cia1 

conference declaration,  taking the a1 -Aqsa mosque incident as point of 

departure, ca l led f o r  res tora t ion of Jerusalem's prc-June 1967 s t a tu s  and 

speedy w i  Lildrawal of I s r ae l i  ~ n i l i  tary forces froin a1 1 t e r r i t o r i e s  occupied 

as a r e su l t  of the 1967 war; i t  appealed t o  the US, U K ,  USSR, and France 
* 

t o  secure compl iatice w i t ! )  the 1967 Security Counci 1 resolution.  On Pales t ine ,  

I a so l i t a ry  sentence affirm2d " fu l l  support t o  the  Palestiniarl people f o r  

the r e s t i t u t i on  of t h e i r  r igh t s"  and in t h e i r  "struggle f o r  national 

1 l iberat ion."  

The moderate Arab 0rgani2@r$ can claim fu l l  c r ed i t  f o r  t h e  language- 

a cornprornise t h a t  re i t e ra ted  basic Arab posit ions w i  ttiout offending non- 

I '' Arab par t ic ipants ,  f ive  of whom have diplon~atic re la t ion3 wit11 I s rae l .  
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The radical Arabs may regret what m i g h t  have been added, b u t  can raise no 

serious Gbjections to the statements in the final declaration. 

The 1i1al;ings of a ivloSlenl Bloc? The ~~loderatzs, undoubtedl,y hoPe tha t  - 
they have strengtlrened tlrc Arab cause i n  a potential l y  pcrnianent fashion. 

The conference declaration spoke of regular consul tation and "close 

cooperation and niutual assistance:' among 1/1os1em s ta tes .  In addition, the 

pri llcipal rcsol ution s e t  a meeting of Islarnic foreign r~li nis turs for 

~ciarcil lij70 a t  Jidda .to review conmon action undertaken a f t c r  t i l e  summit and 

to establ i sll an Is1 anii c permanent secretar iat .  In sum, the n~odera'tes can 

I claim to  nave created a itioslem bloc to  be fornlal ly organized next Aarch. 

firah moderates wi 11 use the success of the Islamic Suumiit t o  strengthen 

, t h e i r  inter-Arab position ar~d t o  argue against noldi ng an Arab Sunlrnit, t o  

which Faisal i s  adamantly opposed. tie fears i t  would he con'trol led by radical 

s t a t e s ,  who would call  for  iricreased financial contributions frorn tile oi l  - 
prociucers and woul d pus11 through extreme resol utions. If  Fai sal a1 so hopes 

that  tile projected i,losl~n~ bloc will provide an effective counter balance to 

radical dolni nation of .tile Arab League, i~e  w i  11 probably be disappointed. 

:i consequence of tile ~~loderates' success was the absence of attacl; 
* 

on the US or "imperialism" i n  the final statements, However, i t  i s  

virtually certain that  the radical Arab s ta tes  wi 11 continue to agi tate  

for  a nlore extreme polit ical posture in tile Is1 aniic foru~n; unless Hassan 
; 

and Faisal can sustain t h e i r  (achievement the result;& dispute could cause a 

short 1 ife--or even s t i l l  birth--for the I4oslem bloc. 
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